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WELCOME
TO OUR SCHOOL

Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,

You are very welcome to St. Colm'’s High School and thank you for your interest
in joining our school community.

St. Colm'’s has a long history of providing excellent educational experiences for
the young people in the local area. We excel in public examinations; provide a
wide variety of extra-curricular and enrichment activities and nurture our young
people in an environment that embodies our Catholic faith.

St. Colm'’s has an outstanding staff; our teachers and our support staff
work tirelessly to ensure all in our care fulfil their potential. We have high
expectations of our young people and craft a curricular and extra-curricular
programme that both extends and supports them.

We are rightly proud of our achievements many of which reflect our consistent
commitment and contribution to our local community. Our Cornstore Youth Club
works closely with Ballinascreen Community Forum to ensure we contribute to
the planning and execution of community celebrations such as the Christmas
Lights event and Ballinascreen in Bloom.

We have just staged the finale of our wonderful production of ‘Beauty and the
Beast’, it was a huge success and we are extremely proud of all the talent in
St. Colm'’s and their ability to work together to create magic on stage.

Our vision is Believe and Achieve and regardless of all the challenges posed
over the last few years, we remain confident that we can bring our vision to life
for all in St. Colm's. | look forward to welcoming you into the St. Colm’s High
School family in September 2025.

Sinead McAllister

Principal
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IN ST. COLM’S WE IN OUR
STUDENTS’ INNATE ABILITIES AND
CRAFT OUR CURRICULUM AND
EXTRA-CURRICULAR EXPERIENCES TO
ENSURE EVERYONE CAN

Believe & Achieve



OUR AIMS

To create a caring Christian community within this school where
the truths and practices of our Catholic faith are taught daily,
learned and experienced by all staff and pupils and in so doing,
foster spiritual growth.

To provide a learning environment To develop pupils who are
that is caring and hard-working appreciative of their heritage,
and cherishes the nurturing and their community and their
development of each individual pupil. civic responsibilities.
@ =t
>
To prepare pupils for the experiences To foster and develop in pupils an
and responsibilities of their adult awareness and appreciation of other
lives - personal, social, cultural denominations and cultures.
and working.

7B\
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To develop parent and community To promote the well-being and
partnerships in the education of professional development of all staff.
the next generation.

www.stcolmshigh.org.uk



OUR
ETHOS



ST.COLM’S IS COMMITTED TO ENSURING
WE FULFIL OUR SCHOOL VALUES OF
RESPECT, FAITH, RESPONSIBILITY AND

COMMUNITY AND BRINGING THEM TO
LIFE THROUGH OUR WORDS AND DEEDS.

www.stcolmshigh.org.uk




The school year begins with the celebration of Harvest Mass
when we unite as a community.

Believe & Achieve




OUR PASTORAL
CARE PROGRAMME

The aim of Pastoral Care is to support, encourage and develop
all pupils as individuals, as young people and as students.

Every teacher is responsible for Pastoral Care in every class.
It is Pastoral Care policy that all pupils have continuous
points of reference (i.e. Tutor & Head of Year) for advice,
encouragement and trust over their years at school.

ST. COLM’S PASTORAL CARE

Deputy Designated
Teacher for
Child Protection

SENCo
Designated Teacher
for Child Protection

Responsibility for
Pastoral Care.
Deputy Designated
Teacher for
Child Protection

The Head of Year is
. responsible, through and
R ) Year 10 with the Tutor Team, for the

leader of the Tutor Team. well-being of every child in
Year 12 Year 13/14

the year group.

10 www.stcolmshigh.org.uk



The personal and
social development of

every child —

The student’s whole experience

of school should continually
contribute to their personal and

social development. However, the
relationships between pupil and Tutor
and between pupil and Head of Year
are especially important. Each Tutor
is responsible for their tutor

group under the guidance of the

Head of Year.

The academic progress
of every child —

It is the Head of Year's responsibility,
through the Year Team, to ensure that
each child is learning as effectively
as possible. Subject teachers
scrutinise the results of each monthly
assessment and keep the Tutor and
Head of Year informed of academic
achievement. They praise those

doing well, assist those who are
under-achieving and set targets

for improvement.

Drugs education —

The school’'s programme aims to
educate children about prevention
and protection around drugs.

Relationships and
Sexuality education —

This programme is delivered through
Religious Education, Learning for
Life and Work, Home Economics,
Pastoral Care, Science and P.E.

As a Catholic school we ensure that
all issues are placed in a Christian
and Catholic framework.

YOU ARE IN SAFE
HANDS AT ST.COLM’S

The extra curricular provision
for the year group as
a whole —

Extra curricular activities are an
essential part of a good school.
The Head of Year encourages
extra curricular activities in the
year group.

Cara system —

Every Year 8 pupil is given a special
friend or ‘Cara’ from Year 12. This
helps each pupil to settle in quickly
and provides a feeling of security
during this time of transition.

Believe & Achieve

We believe that every child
has the right to be free from
intimidation of any kind and
that every child has the duty
to respect each person'’s
property, time and point

of view.

Foster in our pupils, self
esteem, self respect and
respect for others.

Demonstrate by example the
high standards of personal and
social behaviour we expect of
our pupils.

Discuss bullying with all
classes, so that every pupil
learns about the damage it
causes to both the child who is

bullied and the bully. They will
also learn the importance of
telling a trusted adult when it
happens.

Be alert to signs of distress
and other possible indications
of bullying.

Listen to children who have
been bullied, take what they
say seriously and act to support
and protect them.

Report suspected cases of
bullying to the Head of Year.

Follow up any complaint by

a parent about bullying and
report back promptly and fully
on the action taken.

Deal with observed instances
of bullying promptly and
effectively; in accordance with
agreed procedures.

1



POSITIVE
BEHAVIOUR

All aspects of discipline are in the context of pastoral care.
Staff, pupils, parents and governors are consulted on the main
principles of positive behaviour. Pupils learn in a secure, happy
and industrious environment, conducive to effective learning
and personal development.

The school.expects the
highest.passible standards

Our school policy is to seek to
be positive. Staff will endeavour

in the following areas:

® Uniform, punctuality, attendance,

homework

® Co-operation in the classroom,
and around the school grounds

® Self-respect and respect for
others

® Participation in school events
® Order in the corridors,
playgrounds, canteen, coming to

and going home from school

® Respect for school and other
people’s property

to use every'opportunity to
encourage‘and praise the
achievements, of all pupils.

® There are monthly and annual

awards for excellent attendance

Heads of Year will seek out
opportunities to celebrate
success in their year group.
Evidence of this will be displayed
on success boards

Positive comments, when
appropriate, will be written in
the Student Planner and in pupil
workbooks

We seek every opportunity to
acknowledge and publicise the
achievements of our pupils in
school, in the local and national
press

We seek to involve all our pupils
in all aspects of school life

We are especially interested
in targeting underachievement
through our mentoring scheme

We operate an incentive reward
system for KS3 and KS4

www.stcolmshigh.org.uk



PUPILS LEARN
IN A SECURE,
HAPPY AND
INDUSTRIOUS
ENVIRONMENT

Believe & Achieve



LIFE BEYOND
THE CLASSROOM

St. Colm'’s creates many opportunities for pupils to

develop their skills and talents outside the classroom.

Music

We have an active choir that
performs at a variety of events
throughout the year. We offer tuition
to students who wish to learn a
musical instrument.

Cultural Activities

We celebrate our cultural identity at
every opportunity, with our traditional
music group, Irish dancers and

Irish language events.

Educational Trips and Visits

We are keen that our pupils have an
opportunity to learn through field
visits, practical activities and travel.
Annual trips include a ski trip and a
History trip to Poland. We have a new
and exciting educational link with a
partner school in Madrid.

Sporting Opportunities

Physical wellbeing is central to our
ethos and we encourage competitive
and fun sports activities at every
lunchtime and through our extensive
extra-curricular provision.

2
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Charity Fundraising

We encourage our students to actively
contribute to their community

through volunteering and fundraising.
We support local and global charities
throughout the year.

School Council

We are a listening school. Our School
Council is elected annually and meet
to discuss the needs of the pupils
across all years. The council is a
powerful voice for important change.

Learning in the Great Outdoors

As a Catholic school we are called to
enhance and protect our environment.
At every opportunity we makeuse of
‘Susan's Trail’ as an educational tool.



EDUCATIONAL

St. Colms is a rural school with a global outlook. We love our
community but also take every opportunity to seek learning in new

and exciting environments.

We have the tried and tested trips:
Carrickfergus Castle, Magilligan Field
Centre, Balmoral Show, agricultural
markets, the Jungle and many more.

Our Post-16 students have the exciting
opportunity to ski! This is a once in a
lifetime opportunity and it is where
lasting memories are made. Students
ski, fall over, slide on donuts, fall over,
eat pizza and quite often... fall over!

It is a wonderful trip, one that many
spend their school years dreaming

of. History students are offered the
opportunity to travel to Berlin, see

the iconic Brandenburg Gates and
Checkpoint Charlie. It is an extremely
busy trip where you are guaranteed to
hit your 10,000 steps!

Students get the opportunity to try
new food, meet new people and
challenge their perceptions of history.
It is an extremely popular trip. We
took over 50 students to France
earlier this year and what a trip they
had. They had a whistle stop tour
visiting the Eiffel tower, troglodyte
caves, Chateau de Chenonceau and
they ended their trip on a high in

the Futuroscope theme park.

In June 2024 we set off on our first
ever Camino de Santiago (the way
of St. James) a walking pilgrimage
leading to the shrine of the apostle
James in the cathedral of Santiago de
Campostela. It was a wonderful trip
where we explored our faith, tended
to our blisters, laughed and learned
about our faith and our friends. This
pilgrimage ensured our faith was
practised, made real and grounded
students in our key values of FAITH
RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY and
COMMUNITY.

Believe & Achieve



SCHOOL
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POST 16

CURRICULUM
ENRICHMENT

CURRICULUM
PARTNERSHIPS

17



Name: Shannon
school: St. Columba’s
Primary gchool, Straw

YEAR 8 PUPIL

en in St. Colm’s since
er and loving it so
far. From making new friends,
getting 10 know our school
history and teachers, getting 10
know my way around our school
and being connected to our
Ballinascreen community-
our school is so good pecause
of our staff, they always are sO
kind, helpful and reassuring
and | always know where and
who to go 10 if 'm feeling sad
or lonely. There are sO many
activities 10 pe part of and | have
made so many new friends. Our

Tutor group work to practice
each day and

| have be
Septemb

Name: Jonny
School: Knocknagin
Primary School,
Desertmart'\n

Na My name is Jonny and | love My

me: Leah new school. | have settled in SO our school values
well and my favourite part of | can't wait for the London trip
st. Colm's is how quick you get this year.

Sc :
hool: St Mary’s Primary

School
’ Dr
aperstown used to this school. My favourite

activity is P i

pecause W€
I have had a w good PE teacher. | absolutely
my journey in Sot”dcerful start to love sports, especially football
My favouri - Colm’s pecause I'm good at it and it is

. urite thj :
€njoyed so fa:h;”gs that | have 5o fun. 1 also love HE because
- W .
seprioror [T EY ek

Musical
and it w,
exper;j as an -
dagc::nce' Iove beinagn;meg
Itis so fz(rj] sing and enjoy me 0
moves. M to learn all the dyse[f_
Our Gu.e Yy favourite song i ance
the di st! | also reall [g S Be
e : s.
drinks f;? sandwiches and
eXCitec; he food makes m el
hall. Wetzgome to the dinneesro
desse V€ S0 many di
ook ;ts to choose frgm';ferent
made lo;edso pleasant. | har\‘/d the
St. Colm's 5, Zf new friends af
90 to home njoy bein
my fri:z?eWOF k club V\?it?]bl[e ©
m friends and it helps t &
I reall ork done when | o
y love St. Colm's am busy.

potatoes and banana bread
and ham toasties. We are having
a trip to London for history
this year which 1 am sO excited
for. Thereis a school draw
which helps our whole school
community, and some lucky
winners will get nice surprises

for Christmas.

vevveryone has b
elcoming, and

€en so
all the Staff

sau jam
>3ge rolls, My f;\?ons o
urite

ClasS
es .
are Science pec
ause |

enjOy do.
Libra Ing pract,'Ca
an walk

around
th .
€ 3G pitch, go to
a
omputer Sui?e mes



Name: Katie
School: St. Brigid's

Primary School, Cranagh

St. Colm'’s is a great school.

| only joined a few months
agoand | am already loving

it and enjoy each day with

all the different and various

new subjects. My favourite
classes are HE because of the
practical‘s. French because it

is fun to learn a new language
and Library. At dinner time there
are lots of things you can do like
walk the 3G pitch, participate

in all kinds of sports and even

a games club which is in the
Library and is so much fun.

Name: Fionntan
School: Gaelscoil na

Speirini

st. Colm's is the best school
in the whole world! Itis a
busy school. The teachers aré
excellent, kind, caring and make
us all feel very special. There
are a wide variety of clubs to
go to where you can learn new
things and pond with team
s. There are sO many

choices at preak and lunchtime.

Everyone helps each other out.
There are some Derry stars at
our school. There are also SO
many exciting subjects and

activities. | love doing practical‘s
in Science, Home Economics
and Technology- | am looking
forward togoing swimming in
PE. | really recommend
St. Colm's pecause it is an
amazing school.

Name: Pearse

School: St
0 5 CO[Urnb'S .
School, Desertmartinprlmary

St. Colm’s
Whidc:lir: \i, ;sr a great school
_ m and wi i
f'al\'/ke the food here tosll(;\;);/mng'
ourite subject .
h ) IS PE b
;[:STPS me fit and healthe;aluse
2 ike HE because you :
lc)tcoc;k food, we have macgiJEt
S of delicious i ;
: recipes a
fasrneg nfew skills - my o
ourite is banang breacF;(elrts'Onal
Ltis

probably the b
ever been tol est school I have

Name: Cara

School: St. Mary’
: St. Mary’s Prij
School, Draperstown ey

Being i

the;r;gr in St. Colm'’s is like living

I.mproeam! St. Colm'’s has reall
ved my confidence, My .

ngtt g:: Iat St. Colm’s was scary
e ;&L;r;daout that | was in
el S my friends.
helg;'u[ h|3|r McGurk - is nice anrt‘jl1y
ot n(.)Wy favourite class is PE
e Th. We are doing creatjve
S h.as e after school running
ork started and we are
SChoo?g tovyards a 5K run. Our
s musical, Beauty and the
was a 10/10 experience

and | hope tha
) t we wi
in the coming yearSWlll do more

Name: Shannon
School: St. Eoghan's
Primary School,
Moneyneany

| have loved my first term in St.
Colm's, my favourite thing to do
at lunch is to walk the 3G pitch
and catchup with my friends.
The teachers are all kind and
helpful. In PE with Mrs Devlin,
we have learned the'Haka'.

In HE we have made kebabs,
toasties, banana pread and apple
crumble. | came t0 St. Colm’s
not knowing a lot of people,
now | know lots and have lots
of friends.
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| ACHIEVED

Hi, I'm Bronagh a past pupil of St. Colm'’s
High School. | am currently in my first year
in Ulster University studying pharmacy.

| studied my A'Levels and GCSEs at St. Colm'’s and
thanks to the help and guidance | received from
all my teachers | achieved the grades | needed.

One of my fondest memories in St. Colm’s has to
be the 6th form ski trip, although | doubt my
skills in skiing will get me very far, the friendships
and memories will last me a lifetimel

My proudest moment was being nominated as Head
Girl by my peers and my teachers. | relished the
responsibilities that came with the job and it was an
honour to represent the school at various events.
Being Head Girl is one of my best achievements to date!

Music and Science were always a keen interest of mine,
and through the help of all the staff in St. Colm’s | was
able to nurture this interest and grow it to the point that
| am now studying a course that | love at University.

| have so many fond memories of St. Colm’s and |
have achieved all | dreamt of because of St. Colm'’s.

| am proud to say | have believed and achieved!.




PAST PUPIL
SUCCESS

Isabella Souza McLaughlin Cora Rafferty Erin Glass
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SPORT IN
ST.COLM'’S

St. Colm's is committed to ensuring our young people are fit,
healthy and can enjoy their lives to the full. Opportunities exist
to become involved in the following sports:

. J

Hurling & Rounders Athletics Netball

Camogie

Boys & Girls Cross Country Soccer Badminton

Gaelic Football

Handball Gymnastics Basketball

Table Tennis Orienteering Swimming

&
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Facilities

Our sporting facilities are second to
none and include a state of the art
sports hall, a fitness suite for strength
and conditioning and spin bikes.

We also have a flood lit 3G pitch

to ensure field sports continue
regardless of the weather. It is not
uncommon to spot elite teams like
the Derry Senior footballers training
in St. Colm's. We are as proud of our
sporting staff members as we are

of our pupils.

Our facilities are used regularly by
the local community and our Post-16
Sports Studies students and teachers
provide coaching to our local
Primary Schools.

Sporting Success

St. Colm’s has a long and
illustrious tradition of sporting
success. We continue to
compete in Ulster camogie,
football and hurling.

Believe & Achieve

.
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IT WAS AN HONOUR TO WIN MY
QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY FUTURE
STARS AWARD ALONGSIDE

ONE OF MY TEAMMATES. THE
OPPORTUNITIES ST.COLM’S
HAS PROVIDED FOR ME IN MY
SPORTING CAREER IS SECOND
TO NONE AND | COULDN'T BE
HAPPIER TO REPRESENT THIS
SCHOOL IN COMPETITIONS.
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PATRICK MCDAID

EMMA DOHERTY



ADRIAN MARTIN

AOIFE MCNAMEE

JAMES HERON

JAMIE TRAINOR

KATIE DEERY
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MEET THE

Mrs Leanne Steele

28

Miss Jacqui Conway

Mrs Marie McKernan

Mrs Emma Young

Mary Mc Ivor



Mrs Maria Doherty

Mrs Anna Marie Mullan

Mrs Louise Toner

Mrs Karen McGuigan

Mrs Una O’Hagan
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10.15-11.55am

=

I'min Year 8 in St.Colm’s High School. I love it
here, so I thought I would tell you about my day.

Breakfast Club

I love the days when there are
sausages,it’s a real treat. There is
tea, toast and pancakes every day.
It's only 20p, so it is & real bargain.

12 -12.40pm

Tutor

I go to my tutor’s classroom every
morning, we say a prayer, catch up
with our friends, hear messages and
take a register. It is over in a flash,
but I am glad to see my Tutor, they
are always Kind to me.

9 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 000 °0 000 00

Period 1: Znglish

I love =nglish (although I'm not a
great speller!). Our teacher some-
times reads to us,we all love that as
it is a calm way to start the day!

12.40 - 1.30pm

Ceectsectcsctscetescson s 130 220pm
Breaktime

We can buy hot food from the

canteen or bring our own snack.

There is just enough time to chat to

my friends, eat something, visit the

bathroom and the bell has gone for 2.20 - 3.10pm
period 2.

Period 2 and 3 P=

This is one of my favourites! We are

going swimming this term. It's very

busy but we love it. There’s always 3.10pm

good craic on the bus and we are
starving for our dinner when we get
back to school.

oo ) .
I cant wait to see you all in September! @

Lunchtime

I bring my packed lunch, the
canteen is great,but there is so
much to do at lunch! We can play
table tennis, go to the ICT suite,
play soccer on the 3G pitch, swing
ball in the summer and lots of other
clubs and activities tool.

...l"l..'...'......l'/

Period 4: French
‘Bonjour’, that's hello in French. \
French is fun,on international
languages day we had crépes (French

pancakes) and a quiz too.

)

g
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Period 5: LLW

This is one of the many new
subjects. It means Learning for

Life and Work. We study all sorts of
things including learning more about
ourselves, our health and how to
stay well.

Period 6: Maths

I thought Maths was difficult in
Primary School, it still isn't easy, but
I know I can always go to Maths
clinic after school if I need help.

HOMZTIMZ=! % * ﬁ

The buses are all outside the school
gates and teachers help you find
your bus and cross the road if you
need to.

Sometimes I like to get all my work
done before I go home,on these
days I go to Homework Club.

It runs from 3.10 to 4.15 and there
are teachers and learning support
assistants to help.



Black Blazer
with
School Badge

School Clip
On Tie

Black Jumper

(Halloween ~ Zaster)

Light Blue
Blouse

Knee Length Skirt
and Tights

Black Socks

Black Low
Heel Shoes

A\
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We wear our uniform with pride!

Dressed for Success!

Our School Uniform

Boys’

Uniform

Black Blazer
with
School Badge

School Clip
On Tie

Black Jumper

(Halloween ~ Zaster)

Light Blue
Shirt

Black

Black Socks

Black Shoes



MRS MICHELLE BELAID
WON A PRESTIGIOUS
BRONZE AWARD IN
THE ‘UNSUNG HERQO'
CATEGORY OF THE
PEARSON NATIONAL
TEACHING AWARDS.
SHE GIVES SO MUCH
TO THE ST.COLM'’S
COMMUNITY AND WE
WERE DELIGHTED TO
CELEBRATE WITH HER
ON ‘THANK A TEACHER
DAY’ IN JUNE.

'Mrs Belaid believes in us, she let us
take the lead and show our ideas for
the town to our local councillor.’

‘Michelle is a true force of nature!
You can't help but be swept along by
her vision, enthusiasm and sense of
fun. Everything she does is driven by
what's best for the children. She is a
great asset, not just to the school but
for the whole community.’

‘My first ever flight wasn't scary at
all as | was with my friends and Mrs
Belaid. The trip made me feel more
confident and independent.’

To watch Michelle’s work as a pupil
and now colleague has been a
privilege.’

‘You are a guiding light, a mentor and
a true inspiration!

‘| can see the positive impact this
wonderful project has had on my
children’s self-esteem and confidence.
It is reassuring knowing my child has
a trusted adult in their lives.’



S
ST.COLM'S

HIGH SCHOOL

Believe & Achieve

ST. COLM'S IS ONE OF ONLY A FEW 00/
SCHOOLS IN NORTHERN IRELAND
WITH IT'S VERY OWN YOUTH CLUB, TABIE TONNIS
THE CORNSTORE.
FOOTRAL
CORNSTORE IS THE EPICENTRE
OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE YOUNG ROOT & ROPANATION
PEOPLE OF BALLINSACREEN AND . .
SURROUNDING AREAS. ON-IING GAMNG
T AGTUITIGS
Come and Join Us!
FATH GROLD
Monday Yr9 & Yr 10
Tuesda Yri11l & Yr 12
WedneZday Yr 8 & P7 B@Aﬁb 6AM8§
Thursday P5 & P6
Time: 6.45pm - 9.15pm 4
Cost: £1 pzr night : % & GHAﬂg

Believe & Achieve 33



The Cornstore youth

club opened its doors in
September 2001 with

a fresh-faced Michelle
Magee as youth tutor and
80 members.

The last 22 years have witnessed
many changes — staff have come
and gone and the Cornstore has
moved out of the building that
gave it its name. January 2022
marked the opening of the brand
new Cornstore building leased

to St. Colm’s by Workspace.
However, one thing has remained
consistent — the unwavering and
constantly creative leadership of
Miss Magee, now Mrs Belaid.

Cornstore is the epicentre of
activities for the young people of
Ballinsacreen and surrounding
areas. It serves the local community,
and in turn, the community has
offered steady support to the
leadership and membership of the
Youth Club — now totalling in

excess of 200!

34

Community links dominate the
activities in the Cornstore with
strong associations and projects
involving Ballinascreen Community
Forum, Ballinascreen Mens’ Shed
and Ballinsacreen Fold. The work
of the Youth club team has brought
about the annual Christmas lights
event, and it facilitates volunteering
as part of the John Paul Il and Duke
of Edinburgh/President’s awards.
The Youth Club membership are
currently working on a Ballinascreen
in Bloom initiative.

Mrs Michelle Belaid’s contribution to
life in St. Colm’s and the Cornstore
Youth Club was recognised in 2023
with the Teacher of the Year Award
as part of the Families First Awards.

www.stcolmshigh.org.uk

Weekly Activities include:

Arts and crafts
Pool

Foozeball
On-line gaming
Board games
Table Tennis

Rest and relaxation
in the nurture room

Football

IT activities
Dance
Faith group

Annual Activities include:

A health and wellbeing focus, with
yoga twice a week

Community outreach - pizza and
peelers nights!

Halloween out of town activities in
conjunction with the EA
Youth Service

Eco activities - planting in the
polytunnel, harvesting fruits and
vegetables, creating hanging
baskets, painting and repairing
fencing in Susan’s Trail

Linking with the Global Leadership
project leading to places on a trip
to Boston in 2024

Youth Voice membership - 3 of
Cornstore’s members will travel to
London in February 2024




| am privileged to have been part of the Cornstore community
over the last 6 years. The Cornstore has brought me boundless
experiences, memories, and lifelong friendships. Because of
this, | have developed a great interest in and passion for youth
work and | see first hand the impact and benefits it brings to
an individual and the community. My time as a member of the
Cornstore has come to an end, yet | still choose to attend as

a volunteer. | am happy to devote my time to the youth club as

| want all the members to have the same experiences | am so
grateful to have had.

Through the youth club | was offered the opportunity to
complete my Duke of Edinburgh bronze and silver awards.

Mrs Belaid showed us the rugged natural beauty of her home
county of Down. | can now confidently claim that | can overcome
challenges, work as part of a team, and achieve goals | could
only have dreamed of before joining the Cornstore. Despite the
mental and physical challenges | faced in Duke of Edinburgh, it
is one of the best memories | have in my life to date.

Relationships and friendships developed through the youth
club are those | hold closest to my heart. From the second |
walked through the green doors as a new member to this very
day, Mrs Belaid has guided and supported me and allowed me
to become the person | am today. She has taught me many life
lessons and has proved herself to be one of the most reliable
and trusted support systems in my life — in and out of school.

My experiences in the youth club have been the most enjoyable
of my life. | am grateful for the unconditional love and support
shown by all those involved in the Cornstore.
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